HISTORY OF
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SOUTH LITTLE ROCK

It was recommended by Dr. John McCullough Smith that a new Rotary club in Southwest Little Rock be formed. Dr. Smith was a member of the Rotary Club of Little Rock. In July 1978, six people of mutual acquaintance had a meeting to form this new club. They were Warren Rivers, General manager of Colonial Baking Company, Bill White, Vice President of Arkansas Uniform and Linen Company, Ralph Holland, General Manager of Arkansas Waste Disposal Company, Harold Holt, President of Holt Truck and Trailer Company, Weldon McWhorter, President of Metropolitan Bank and John Bennett, General Service Manager of J. A. Riggs Tractor Company. This provisional Rotary club became The Rotary Club of South Little Rock with approximately 35 charter members. The club was granted a Charter by Rotary International, April 29, 1979. Charter night was held at the new Pleasant Valley Country Club in West Little Rock. Recovering from a heart attack, Dr. John McCullough Smith literally came straight from the hospital with his wife to attend the presentation of the Charter. Many Past District Governors and Presidents of Rotary Clubs attended the event. Rotary clubs in the District contributed club materials such as the Rotary bell, gavel, American flag, and contributions for our club banner.

South Little Rock Rotary Club Charter officers were: Warren Rivers, President. Harold Holt, Vice President, Weldon McWhorter, Treasurer and John Bennett, Secretary. The meeting place was Brown's Restaurant on Geyer Springs Road.

After only a few years old, it became apparent that although our club was doing good things in our community, and we were considered a Rotary Club, the members had very little knowledge of Rotary International. Very little instructional material such as films, cassette tapes, etc., was available at that time from Rotary International. While attending a District Conference for the first time, one of our members addressed this concern to Past District Governor, Ed Mercing with The Rotary Club of North Little Rock.   He volunteered himself and other members of his Rotary Club to present Rotary information programs to our club. Rotary information was our only program for the next two months. The members learned all facets of Rotary, which were very informative.

The number of Rotarians in our club increased. South Little Rock started funding an annual college scholarship. The club participated in a World Community Service projects. We built two large barbeque cookers. For several years as a fund raiser, in July, the club fed the annual Arkansas Coaches Barbeque sponsored by Spaulding Sporting Goods. We cooked 1400 pounds of ribs for the event and cleared approximately $4000. The majority of this money was donated to The Rotary Foundation.

In 1982, our club started a two person team delivery of "Meals on Wheels" to the elderly and needy. The purpose was not only to deliver meals but also to visit and check on the recipient. During one of our visits, on a very hot day and no response at the door, the team went to the back of the house and found the elderly lady had fallen and could not make it back into the house. They were acclaimed with saving her life.

In 1983, one of our club members, John Blundell was executive director of Camp Aldersgate. Camp Aldersgate is a unique organization that provides a camping experience for children that are medically and physically challenged. He needed a fund raiser for the camp. Our club built a fish cooker on a tandem trailer, sold tickets and provided a fish fry fund raiser for the camp. Later the club built another fish cooker trailer and the two had a combined capacity of 75 gallons of cooking oil. The first fish fry fed approximately 200 people but grew modestly in number each year. In 1987, we had the first member in our club, John Bennett, to become District Governor. John appealed to all of the Pulaski County Rotary Clubs to sponsor the annual fish fry fund raiser for Camp Aldersgate. The response was unanimous and ticket sales increased for this great organization. The South Little Rock Club now cooks approximately 1000 pounds offish for the fund raiser. In the last twenty years, Rotarians have now raised over $400,000 for the Camp's programs. South Little Rock Rotarians provide the cooker and manpower, when requested, for other area organization fund raisers. Some of the organizations have been: The American Diabetes Association, American Lung Association of Arkansas, Knights of Columbus (Christ the King, Church), Rotary District Conferences, disaster relief for tornado victims, Arkansas Governor's Commission on People with Disabilities, Little Oaks Youth Baseball Field, Numerous Volunteer Fire Departments, Arkansas Search and Rescue, Candle Lighters of Arkansas Children's Hospital, Arkansas Governor's Immunization program "Shots for Tots".

In 1984, Club Rotarians started donating and delivering Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets to 50 needy families. A few years later, the number had grown to 80 families.

In 1990, we learned of a courageous young man, Jay Rice. Jay was eleven years old and had arthrogryposis, which is fixation of the joints. He was not supposed to ever walk but walked at the age of five. He broke his left humerus 17 times in falls, but never gave up. Jay wrote with his mouth. If he fell, he could not get back up, if he dropped his pencil, he could not pick it up. Jay had been approved for a Canine Companion and the South Little Rock Rotary Club raised the $7,000 scholarship to sponsor Jay's dog. The money would also provide the trip for Jay and his mother to San Diego, California where they would attend a special Canine Companions for Independence training class and receive his dog.   Newey was a beautiful golden retriever. Jay brought Newey to our club meeting and we were amazed at all of the things that he could accomplish for his master. The dog was also a true companion that slept with Jay, retrieved items, turned the lights off and on and carried his books and school supplies for him. Because of Newey, Jay was able to attend public school. The dog was a huge boost to Jay's self esteem for now children didn't see Jay as different but were excited to see him and Newey everyday.

In 1994, Club Rotarians started a program to repair donated bicycles. The program is still in effect and provides approximately 20 bicycles annually to needy families at Christmas.

Needy families at a local Elementary School were adopted and presents are given to the family's Children at Christmas.

In 1995, started an Interact Club at McClellan High School.

In 1998, one of our members was presented with the J.C. Penny Award For Volunteerism. It was

accepted on behalf of the on going projects and efforts of all South Little Rock Rotarians

After participating in a mission trip to Honduras, South Little Rock Rotarian, Jerry Mulach suggested we partner with the District to provide wells with sanitary drinking water for the villages there. A World Community Service Project with matching grant funds was established with neighboring clubs.

As a Rotary Centennial Project, The South Little Rock Club installed a 5 foot wide sidewalk and bridge for wheelchairs at Camp Aldersgate. The sidewalk goes from the fishing/boat dock along the length of the lake, crosses over a bridge, and continues along the lake to another fishing pier. This provides wheelchair access along the lake and also the ability to fish from the bank using the sidewalk. A plaque was installed on a large rock placed by the boat dock recognizing the Rotary club for this project.

Many of the above projects are still active as well as other current projects.

The club membership stays actively involved and supports the Rotary District goals and projects.
More recently in late summer of 2006 our club decided to relocate to a new meetng place in the midtown area of Little Rock. After some months passed the membership decided on a name change. In April of 2007 the name was officially changed to Rotary Club of Little Rock Midtown.
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